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The salvation of man, in itself a work of the grace of God, has 
nevertheless been entrusted to human agents. The angel who ap- 
peared to Cornelius, directing him to send to Joppa and to summon 
Peter said: “He shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house 
shall be saved.” Speaking of his apostate countrymen, the Jews, 
St. Paul says to the Christian Romans: “I magnify mine office... 
save some of them,” Rom. 11, 13. 14. And the same apostle glories 
in the knowledge that he has been “made all things to all men, that 
he might by all means save some.” Wherefore he also urges his 
successor Timothy: “Take heed unto thyself . . . hear thee,” 
1 Tim. 4, 16. 

Accordingly, the pastor of a congregation can in a certain sense 
be called a savior of the congregation. God directs the congregation 
to him for instruction in righteousness. Without the hearing of the 
Word there is no faith; hence, under God, it is due to the pastor’s 
preaching that men are made believers. 

However, not of the preacher alone, but of every active and con- 
sistent Christian Scripture declares that he saves his fellowmen; 
for in the Epistle of Jude we all are urged: “Keep yourselves . 
by the flesh,” Jude 21—23. 

We may say, then, that God has so ordered matters with regard 
to our salvation that we shall be dependent one upon the other, and 
all dependent upon God, the Author and Finisher of our salvation. 
While God is the great actor in the work of a sinner’s conversion, 


‘Inasmuch as He alone furnishes the power, the occasion, the means, 
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and the instruments for the sinner’s conversion, still men, whom 
He has appointed, become His agents, doing His work upon souls 
which He has summoned and is quickening. 

This consideration of our mutual dependence in matters of our 
salvation is of the greatest practical importance within the narrower 
circle of a Christian congregation. Pastor and people are to be 
to one another helps to salvation. This is the grand object of the 
relation into which they are brought with one another. It is, there- 
fore, of the utmost necessity that everything that might estrange 
the pastor from the people or the people from the pastor should be 
promptly banished. It is a feast for the devil, the adversary of our 
souls, when he can turn a pastor against his people, or the people 
against their pastor. When the first disappointing experience is 
permitted to embitter the pastor’s heart against his congregation, or 
when a slanderous tongue starts to carp about the pastor’s defects, 
Satan’s wedge is entered into the body of Christ, His holy Church, 
and incessant strokes with the maul of suspicion and the ram of 
crimination and recrimination widens the cleavage, threatening 
plainly to effect a separation between two parties whom God has 
joined together, and whom, accordingly, neither man nor demon 
should put asunder. 

A noble congregation must have been that of Philippi. Their 
pastor, the Apostle Paul, was devoted to his flock, and the congrega- 
tion was attached to the pastor. The lesson before us gives us a 
glimpse of the pastoral heart of St. Paul toward this congregation. 
But we have evidence in other parts of the Epistle to the Philippians, 
showing that the love, confidence, and zeal of Paul for the Philip- 
pians were reciprocated by them. Thus their relations become ex- 
emplary to all Christian pastors and congregations. Two features, 
in particular, deserve to be noted: 1. The cordial esteem in which 
Paul held this congregation, and in which he was held by the con- 
gregation; 2. the earnest solicitude of the apostle for the spiritual 
advancement of the congregation. 

1.— “I thank my God ... in the bowels of Jesus Christ,” —in 
such affectionate terms the apostle expresses his esteem for, and his 
confidence in, the congregation at Philippi, vv. 3—8. If you desire 
to read a full account of his coming to this city, and of his labors 
there, turn to the 16th chapter of Acts. 

We learn from his present words that the apostle met with a 
very cordial reception in this city. Lydia, the purple seller, whose 
heart the Holy Spirit opened, constrained the apostle and his com- 
panion Silas to abide with her. The Gospel was preached with signal 
success at this place; and when a few mercenary slaveholders stirred 
up a tumult against Paul, and he had to go to Thessalonica and 
Berea, the Philippians remembered their poor persecuted pastor in 
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a touching manner. Paul himself refers to their kindness in this 
letter, saying: “Now, yé Philippians know also ... abound to your 
account,” Phil. 4, 15—17. This instance shows that the regard which 
the apostle here expresses for his congregation was mutual. 


We are chiefly interested in ascertaining the cause which pro- 
duced such a mutual esteem between pastor and people at Philippi. 
The chief cause was the merciful ruling of God, who disposes the 
hearts of men. When God desires to win people for the Gospel of 
His Son, He makes them love the preacher whom He sends. them 
to proclaim the Gospel. When a preacher is well received, for no 
other reason than because he is to preach the Gospel, he has the 
grace of God to thank for such a reception. Paul speaks in this 
lesson of God, who had begun a good work in the Philippians. Un- 
doubtedly the young mission was a surprise to the apostle from the 
start: By a vision of a man from Macedonia summoning him, “Come 
over, and help us!” Paul had been brought into this country. Luke 
relates: “After he had seen the vision... . Gospel unto them,” Acts 
16, 10. Philippi was their first stopping place after that vision. 
And the actual result of the apostle’s labors fully justified his great 
hopes regarding the congregation’s future and its perseverance, to 
which he gives expression in this lesson. It was God, then, who had 
in an unlooked-for manner opened at this place a door to the Gospel, 
and won hearts for the first proclaimer of that Gospel, we may say, 
almost in advance of his arrival. We must accustom ourselves to 
ascribing to God even minute items in the success of the Gospel 
at a certain place. You will find, if you examine similar cases in 
the history of the Church, that when God has visited a certain place 
or locality with the pure Word of Life, He has frequently gone about 
it in such a wonderful manner that everybody had to say: This is 
the Lord’s doing. And He has brought it about, too, that His 
messengers have succeeded against seemingly hopeless odds. The 
Lord would dispose hearts in love for them, before they had seen 
each other’s face, and would knit them together in the fellowship of 
the Gospel despite their great. external differences. 


From this view, which makes God the sole cause of the success 
of Gospel work in a congregation, there flow a few considerations, 
which, while they are not to be reckoned as causes of the spiritual 
growth in a congregation, certainly aid the work of the Gospel. One 
consideration concerns the pastor, the other the people. The call 
which connects both must be understood by both to be the earnest 
of great things which God wishes to accomplish through them. God 
is not experimenting when He sends a preacher to a certain place. 
He has very serious thoughts of love concerning such a place, and 
He desires His preacher likewise to enter his work with serious and 
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abiding affeetions for the work and the people among whom he is 
to labor. The preacher should, indeed, consider, when he is called, 
whether the call is God’s summons to him, but when once he has 
conscientiously settled that great question, nothing in the world 
should be able to set him against his work. When he is sure that 
the relation into which he has entered with certain men was made 
for him not by his own effort, but by God, he will bear in all patience 
with the people; he will consider that he must now live with 
these people, somewhat like a husband must live with his newly 
married wife. He may discover unpleasant things, which he had 
not considered before, and false tongues and the ever busy devil 
may use such discoveries to set his heart against his work, but with 
the power of grace he must struggle against it, and by all means 
think highly and speak highly of his people, and, above all, pray for 
his people, and never lose confidence in the ends of God’s mercy to 
be effected through him. e 

On the other hand, the congregation should, for the same reason, 
hold their pastor very dear. When issuing the call to the pastor, 
the congregation should, indeed, consider well the needs and require- 
ments of their work, but when once a unanimous decision has been 
reached, and the Lord has blessed the call, and has brought the 
preacher in answer to the congregation’s call, every soul in the 
parish should loyally support the pastor, and believe, that, no matter 
who and what he is, he is the divinely appointed person through 
whom God purposes to save many people at that place. Loyal sup- 
port should be given the pastor in every part of his calling, and the 
prayers of the members should help to make the work easy for 
the pastor. eee 

Seeing what an invaluable blessing a beloved pastor within a 
contented flock is, both pastor and people should be willing to make 
the greatest allowances for each other’s shortcomings, each in charity 
bearing with the other. This is to be done in the interest of the 
Gospel, that it may be preached with boldness and cheerfulness, and 
that the world may not be given the offense of beholding those, who 
through their very organization express the idea of unity by love, 
torn asunder through lack of charity and forbearance. 

2.— But bearing one another’s shortcomings does not mean 
sanctioning them, or treating them as matters that are privileged to 
exist undisturbed. In the concluding words of our lesson the apostle 
writes to his beloved Philippians: “And this I pray . .. praise of 
God,” vv. 9—11. This admonition shows that the apostle had not 
become intoxicated with his success at Philippi, and that his love to 
his people did not tie his tongue, preventing him from pointing out 


to them defects in their conversation, and the congregation receiving 
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_this admonition showed by their willingness to submit that they had 


not become spiritually spoiled children, who cannot bear being re- 
minded of their shortcomings. 

The most fatal notion which can get hold of persons in the 
kingdom of grace is the notion of self-sufficiency. Not only does 
this idea seize individuals, but sometimes entire communities become 
infected with it. Preachers can actually preach their people into 
this idea. By failing to use the Law in their ministration in its 
appointed office as revealer of sin and counselor of virtue, by ignoring 
the faults of the members, or minimizing them, the pastor will im- 
perceptibly raise up parishioners, whose consciences have not been 
quickened, and whose love has been left unexercised and untrained. 
Silently the impression will be gaining ground in the congregation 
that everything is fully as it should be. The need of improvement 
will not be recognized, laudable endeavors will be decried as inno- 
vations; the congregation will deprecate all attempts to rouse it 
out of what is plainly the spiritual, or rather unspiritual, sleep of 
pharisaical self-satisfaction. Thus decay sets in in a congregation. 
The history of the Church points to hundreds of cases where a false 


idea of sufficiency in spiritual things has proved fatal to pastor. 


and people. 

St. Paul would have his Philippians understand that although 
he is well satisfied with their present state of heart and their spir- 
itual activity, yet in order to maintain them in a state of faith and 
good works, they must not only continue doing as they have been 
doing, but they must increase in knowledge of the truth and its 
application, and in fruits of righteousness. It is not at all a sign 
that a congregation is a bad one, when the pastor is constantly ur- 
ging the members to increased efforts in holiness Such appeals also 
show what may be reasonably expected of a congregation which is 
blessed with all riches in spiritual treasures in Christ. Nor is it 
a bad sign when a congregation acknowledges that, alas! it is not 
what it ought to be. Just where there is the keenest insight into 
the real meaning of God’s righteous Law and man’s numerous short- 
comings as revealed by the Law, there will also be the boldest and 
most pronounced attacks upon all that is still remaining in the 
Christian of the old man of sin. Just in such times, when pastor 
and people are clearly recognizing each other’s deficiencies, the grace 
of God, on the other hand, is powerful and busy for their sanctifi- 
eation. For God does not apply the Law, except as a necessary prepa- 
ration for the Gospel. The congregation, which does not believe 
itself perfect, which is glad to have itself often and in ever new 
ways reminded of the duties of its Christian calling, is the congre- 
gation which is growing unto the glory and praise of God. Accord- 
ingly, let us also receive from one another reproof and warning, and, 
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chief of all, let no one ever despise the admonitions of his pastor who 
is to give an account of his soul. Thus let us together strive in 
mutual love and esteem, with mutually forbearing patience and 
mutually supported zeal for all that is good, that we may be sincere 
and without offense till the day of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Golden Jubilee Sermon on the Epistle for the Twenty- 
Second Sunday after Trinity. 
Pur. 1, 3—11. 


In Jesus Ourist DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN : — 


It is not a common everyday occurrence on account of which 
you are gathered together here in these days in such large numbers, 
and on account of which every heart beats with joy and every counte- 
nance beams with gladness. No; it is a special occasion, an occasion 
fraught with special interest and causing special joy and thanks- 
giving, for in these days you are celebrating your golden jubilee, 
the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of your congregation. 


You wish: 
O that I had a thousand voices, 


A mouth to speak with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, 
Then would proclaim in grateful songs 
To all, wherever I might be, 

What great things God hath done for me. 


You exclaim: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits! The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad. O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His 
mercy endureth forever!” And you have reason to speak thus, for 
if we should thank God for the temporal benefits which He bestows 
on us, how much more reason have we to thank Him for His spiritual 
gifts! And if every individual Christian has reason to thank God, 
how much more reason has a church, a whole congregation! And the 
greater the gift, the greater the gratitude which we owe God. And 
what is the greatest gift which God has bestowed upon you as a 
congregation during the past fifty years, and for which you as a 
congregation should give Him heartfelt thanks? It is, in a word, 
the Gospel. It was because the church at Philippi had the Gospel 
and believed the Gospel and lived according to the Gospel, that the 
apostle was moved to say: “I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you;” and it was because of this their fellowship in the Gospel 


from the first day until now that he exhorted them to return thanks 
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unto God. For this very same thing, for your fellowship in the Gos- 
pel from the first day until’now, you too, my brethren, should thank 
God. Hence permit me to speak to you this evening on 


THE THANKS WHICH YOU SHOULD GIVE GOD FOR YOUR 
FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL. 


1. For what you should gwe God thanks; 
2. How you should give God thanks. 


1. 

The apostle begins our text with the words: “I thank my God 
upon every remembrance of you.” Not did the apostle say this in 
order to praise himself, because he had founded and organized the 
congregation at Philippi; nor did he say this in order to flatter the 
congregation or to make the members proud or vain. No; he said 
this in order to show them what a precious gift God had bestowed 
upon them, what a great blessing they had been enjoying, and what 
heartfelt thanks they therefore should give God. 

If we ask, For what did the apostle thank God, and for what 
would he have also the Philippians thank God? he tells us: “For 
your fellowship in the Gospel from the first day until now.” For 
this should the Philippians thank God, that all these years they had 
the Gospel; and for this you, too, my brethren, should thank God, 
that all these years you had the Gospel. And what heartfelt thanks 
you should give God because you had, and still have, the Gospel, you 
will easily see if you bear in mind what the Gospel is. 

The Gospel is the glad tidings of the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus. The Gospel is the divine doctrine of the gracious forgiveness 
of sins through faith in Jesus Christ unto eternal life. The Gospel 
is the doctrine of God’s eternal and ineffable love with which He 
embraces, not only the whole world in general, but each and: every 
man in particular, for it is written: “God will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. The Lord is 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance.” The Gospel is the heavenly doctrine which shows us how 
this love of God was manifested, namely, in the mission of His 
only-begotten Son, who overcame Satan, death, and hell, who barred 
the doors of the bottomless pit, and opened the gates of paradise. 
The Gospel is the good news which tells us how we may partake of 
this infinite merit of the Son of God, and that he who partakes of 
it need not fear God, but may approach Him with all boldness and 
confidence as dear children approach their dear father. O what a 
great, what a precious gift is the Gospel! 

And what are its contents? Of whom does it treat? Of Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of sinners; for before ascending on high Christ 
said to His disciples: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
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salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, und unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” Turning to the pages of history, we find that 
the disciples did as they were bidden. They went forth, and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the Word 
with signs following. And what did they preach? And of whom did 
they preach? Of Jesus Christ and His work of redemption, for to 
the Corinthians Paul wrote: “We preach Christ erucified, unto the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness, but unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God.” Again he wrote: “I determined not 
to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” 
Peter, in the house of Cornelius, preached Jesus, saying: “To Him 
give all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him shall receive remission of sins.” Paul at Antioch 
preached Jesus, saying: “Be it known unto you, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; 
and by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” Peter preached Jesus 
unto the rulers of the people, saying: “Neither is there salvation in 
any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved.” Paul and Silas in prison preached 
Jesus to the jailer, saying: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Peter, at the first synod, held 
at Jerusalem, preached Jesus, for he said: “We believe that through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they,” 
the Gentiles. But why multiply instances to show that the alpha 
and omega, the sum and substance, the pith and marrow of the 
apostles’ preaching was Jesus Christ and Him crucified, and that 
their Gospel was the doctrine of the gracious forgiveness of sins 
through faith in Jesus Christ unto eternal life? Verily, the Gospel 
is good news, glad tidings! 

Without the Gospel we would be in a sad and deplorable con- 
dition, we would be the most miserable and wretched of creatures, 
for born in sin we cannot but transgress God’s commandments, can- 
not but offend our heavenly Father, cannot but incur His wrath 
and displeasure, and would therefore have to suffer endless pain and 
torment as a just punishment. But the Gospel tells us: “Christ 
fulfilled the Law for you, bore its curse and punishment, reconciled 
God and man, merited forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation; believe 
in Him, and you shall be saved.” Yea, the Gospel gives you the 
power to believe, for it is “the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” It kindles faith in the hearts of men wherever 
it is proclaimed, for it never returns void. 

And this precious Gospel has been proclaimed to you for half 


a century. For fifty long years you have had your fellowship in the - 


Gospel. Verily, a reason, a good reason for thanking God. 
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But permit me, also, to remind you of the fact that it was the 
pure Gospel which was proclaimed to you, that you have been, and 
are, members of the Lutheran Church, the only church of the pure 
Word and Sacrament. True, also in other denominations there are 
Christians, children of God and heirs of salvation, but the Lutheran 
Church is the only church which has the whole and full truth, the 
only church which stands fairly and squarely on the written Word of 
God, the only church which accepts everything that is taught in this 
book, and rejects everything that is in conflict with this book. The 
Lutheran Church is the true Bible Church. With Luther of old she 
teaches only what is taught here, and she rejects only what is rejected 
here. With Luther of old she seeks not the favor of man or the 
friendship of the world, but the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls. With Luther of old she instructs her children in the pure 
doctrine; proclaims the whole counsel of God, the Law as well as the 
Gospel; has no fellowship with errorists, and deviates not a hair’s 
breadth from the teachings of this book. 

And because of this her unflinching and uncompromising posi- 
tion she has been slandered and persecuted as no other church. Her 
martyrs are numbered by the thousands. In 1731 20,000 Lutherans, 
known as the Salzburgers, were banished from Austria, and in mid- 
winter had to flee to Prussia and America. Or go back to the time 
of the Reformation, and think of the bloody Thirty Years’ War waged 
so bitterly against the Lutherans by the Church of Rome! And is 
not the Lutheran Church to-day oppressed in Russia? All this, only: 
because she preaches the pure Gospel. Hence if you have reason 
to thank God for having His Gospel, you have reason also to thank 
Him for having the pure Gospel, for being members of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 

But as not all that glitters is gold, so not all churches that are 
called Lutheran are truly Lutheran, and hence permit me to remind 
you of the fact that you are members of the true Lutheran Church, 
that you are Lutherans of the Missouri Synod. The Missouri Synod _ 
has, since its organization sixty years ago, contended for pure faith. 
She has accepted all the confessions of the Lutheran Church, and 
that not only in name, but in fact, for she practices what she teaches, 
practices what she finds taught here in the Word of God. 

It is sometimes said, even by well-meaning people, that the dif- 
ference between the various Lutheran synods is not great, that it ex- 
ists among ministers only, that it refers merely to human opinions. 
But, my brethren, be not deceived! That difference concerns the 
Word of God. Let me show you this by but one example. We 
Lutherans of the Missouri Synod cannot and will not practice pulpit 
fellowship with sectarians and errorists, but condemn such pulpit 
fellowship as unscriptural, as being against the Word of God which 


170 GOLDEN JUBILEE SERMON ON THE EPISTLE 


says: “Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them.” Now, if we 
are to avoid such, how dare we invite them to preach in our pulpits? 
Hence the practice of our Missouri Synod: “Lutheran pulpits for 
Lutheran ministers only,” is biblical, and every other practice is 
unbiblical, is an abomination and a sin, because it is against the 
Word of God. Therefore, my brethren, if you have reason to thank 
God for having His Gospel and for being members of the Lutheran 
Church, you have reason also to thank Him for being Lutherans of 
“the Missouri Synod. 

But let me now, in the second place, show you how you should 
give Him thanks. 

2. 


You cannot give thanks for your fellowship in the Gospel in a 
better way than by continuing in that fellowship, by clinging to the 
pure Word, by delivering it to your children and children’s children, 
be it in the German or in the English language. 

/It is not true, my brethren, what some say that if a person once 
has the Gospel, he will always retain it. No; the history of the 
Church and everyday experience prove the contrary. Not only in- 
dividuals, but whole congregations, yea, whole nations, who once had 
the Gospel, have lost it. To the church of Ephesus God said: “I have 
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” To 
the church of the Laodiceans God said: “I know thy works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So, then, 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth.” In Palestine, where once Christ Himself, 
the Son of God, taught the Word of eternal truth, and where the 
first Christian congregation flourished, the crescent of Mahomet is 
now unfurled to the winds. In Rome, where once a congregation 
existed whose faith was spoken of throughout the whole world, the 
Roman Antichrist now reigns supreme. In Germany, where once 
the cradle of the Reformation stood and where the pure Gospel shone 
in all its fullness, there, to-day, we find rationalism, skepticism, and 
unbelief. 

What is the cause of this? . Not the Gospel, for it is always the 
power of God unto salvation; nor is it God, for the work which He 
has begun He will perform until the day of Jesus Christ. The cause 
is to be found only too often in the congregations, as already Paul 
said when he wrote to Timothy: “The time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 
What the Israelites said of the manna in the wilderness, viz.: “Our 
soul loatheth this light bread,” that many congregations have said 
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of the pure Gospel, the bread of heaven, that was given them. They 
failed to appreciate what they had, and because of their ingratitude 
they lost the pure Gospel. Others, again, gradually conformed to 
the world, and finally had only the form of godliness, but not its 
power, were nothing but whited sepulchers. Still others became care- 
less and callous in the hearing of God’s Word, in the partaking of 
the Holy Communion, in praying for the peace of the Church, in 
the spreading of the Gospel, in the carrying on of mission work, and 
in the support of their own church and congregation. They gave not, 
and therefore it was not given to them, and thus they lost their 
vitality. 

But the cause of losing the Gospel is often to be found also in 
the negligence and faithlessness of the pastors. If the watchman 
sleeps, if the shepherd slumbers, if the pilot dreams, who is safe? 
Therefore Paul admonishes the pastor to take heed unto himself and 
unto the doctrine; to preach the Word; to be instant in season, out 
of season; to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and 
doctrine. If the pastor is faithful in pointing out dangers to his 
flock, faithful in warning against false doctrines, faithful in com- 
forting and strengthening the feeble and afflicted, faithful in ad- 
monishing the erring, faithful in praying for the souls committed 
to his care: then, as much as lies in him, the congregation will be 
preserved from losing the pure Gospel and from becoming worldly 
or heterodox. 

Still, there is always danger of falling away, for a whole church 
as well as for an individual Christian. In such danger was the 
church at Philippi, and in such danger are all churches of Christ 
to-day. Therefore, my brethren, you cannot give God thanks for 
your fellowship in the Gospel in a better way than by being steadfast, 
by continuing in the apostles’ doctrine, by remaining true to your 
church, your Savior, and your God. And if you desire to be faith- 
ful unto death, then remember that God who has begun the good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Never- 
theless, forget not to pray with Luther of old: 

In these last days of sore distress 
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness, 
That pure we keep — till life is spent — 
Thy holy Word and Sacrament. 


Yea, grant that in Thy holy Word 
We here may live and die, dear Lord, 
And when our journey endeth here, 
Receive us into glory there. 


Amen. Oy AK, 
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Sermon for Thanksgiving Day. 
Ps. 100. 


We are gathered together here to-day pursuant to the proclama- 
tion of the Chief Executive of our country (not as if he had a right 
to command us anything in religious matters, but because he re- 
quests us), and because it is truly meet, right, and salutary that we 
should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto God. Fre- 
quently we are exhorted in Holy Writ to give thanks unto God be- 
cause of His many benefits. The Psalmist says: “O give thanks 
unto the Lord; for He is good; because His merey endureth for- 
ever,” Ps. 118, 1. Again, “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord, and to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High; to show 
forth Thy loving-kindness in the morning, and Thy faithfulness 
every night,” Ps. 92, 1. 2. The apostle writes: “Give thanks always 
for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” Eph. 5, 20. Again, “Be careful for nothing; but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God,” Phil. 4, 6. We find, also, many 
examples in Holy Writ of such as thanked God. Daniel said: 
“T thank Thee, and praise Thee, O Thou God of my fathers, who 
hast given me wisdom and might.” Paul wrote to the Philippians: 
“T thank my God upon every remembrance of you for your fellow- 
_ ship in the Gospel.” Yea, Jesus Himself, our Savior, said: “Father, 
I thank Thee, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” 

Hence, would we follow the exhortation of our God and the ex- 
ample of the saints and, above all, the example of our blessed Savior, 
then let us give thanks unto God. This day and this text gives us 
special opportunity to do so. We have, in the words read to you, 


AN EXHORTATION TO THANK GOD. 
Let us learn, 
1. For what we should thank God; and 
2. How we should thank God. 


1. si ‘ 

In our text we read: “Be thankful unto Him and bless His 
name; for the Lord is good.” Here a reason is stated why we should 
thank God. We should thank Him because He is good. There is 
no evil in Him. He is good, the highest Good, the Source and 
Fountain of all good. And as He is good in Himself, so He is good 
towards us. “Lord, Thou art good, and doest good,” says the Psalmist. 
God has been good to our country. He gave it fruitful seasons and 
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rich harvests. He preserved it from pestilence and devastating 
plagues. He kept war far from our shores and blessed our states 
with peace. And although He sent a storm or a flood here and there, 
as, for instance, in Texas, yet even then He manifested His goodness 
inasmuch as He thereby called us to repentance that we might not 
perish like Sodom and Gomorrah, but repent like Nineveh. And as 
God was good to our nation, so He was good also to us. Has He not, 
during the past year, given us clothing and shoes, meat and drink, 
house and home, wife and children, fields, cattle, and all our goods? 
Has He not richly and daily provided us with all that we needed to 
support our body and life? Has He not defended us against all 
dangers, and guarded and protected us from all evil? And has He 
not done all this purely out of fatherly, divine goodness? And is it 
not our duty to thank and praise Him for it? And has not God been 
good to us in spiritual things? Has He not provided salvation for 
us in His Son? Has He not, also during the past year, offered us 
this salvation “without money and without price”? Has not His 
Word been preached to us week after week, and have not His sacra- 
ments been administered to us according to His institution? Has 
He not through these means of grace pardoned our sins, strengthened 
our faith, cheered our hearts, comforted our spirits? In short, has 
He not been good to us in both temporal and spiritual things, and 
ought we not therefore thank Him for His goodness? Surely so. 

A second thing mentioned in our text for which we should thank 
God is His mercy. We read: “Be thankful unto Him, for His merey 
is everlasting.” God is not mere justice, stern and cold; He has 
bowels of compassion. He “is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.” He would “have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” For 
this purpose He sent His Son into the world, that ‘whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” Though 
seeing man “dead in trespasses and sins,” God had mercy on him, 
and, like the good Samaritan, poured the oil and wine of the Gospel 
into his bleeding wounds. Though man was a sinner and condemned 
to death, God had compassion on him, and pardoned him for Christ’s 
sake. God has “not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities. As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath He removed our transgressions from us.” And this, not 
because of any goodness or merit in us, but “it is of His mercies that 
we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning,” yea, they are “everlasting.” We are monuments 
of God’s mercy. Verily, a great thing for which we should thank God! 

A third thing mentioned in the text for which we should give 
thanks is His truth. “Be thankful unto Him, and bless His name; 
for His truth endureth to all generations.” What is His truth? The 
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Savior says: “My word is truth.” God’s Word, the Bible, is truth. 
Other books contain lies, vanities, falsehoods, errors, delusions, and 
the like things; but God’s Book contains the truth, and nothing but 
the truth. As God Himself eannot lie, so, also, His Word cannot lie. 
It is the medium through which God speaks to us and works in us, 
for “of His own will begat He us with the word of truth.” “What 
is truth?” asked Pontius Pilate; and Jesus replied: “To this end 
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth.” Jesus’ witness is the truth. As He 
Himself is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, so also His Word is 
truth, for “the Scripture cannot be broken.” What it predicted has 
come to pass; its promises and prophecies have been gloriously ful- 
filled. Ought we not thank God for this? 

And this truth “endureth to all generations,” it is for eternity. 
Its statements were true, not only in the days of the patriarchs, 
prophets, and apostles, but also to-day. Years come and go, empires 
rise and fall, mighty structures crumble into dust, but the truth of 
God abides —it “endureth to all generations.” Though Satan, world, 
and hell sought to destroy it, they could not. Kings and emperors 
tried it, but in vain; Mohammedanism and Romanism attacked and 
persecuted it with savage fierceness and wonderful endurance, but 
without success; atheism, skepticism, agnosticism, and infidelity 
tried hard to extinguish its light, but it was impossible: for “the 
truth of the Lord endureth to all generations.” Is not this a great 
thing to be thankful for? 

And this blessed truth is ours. God has given it to us. While 
millions of people in India, China, Africa, and other countries have 
it not, we have it, have it in all its fullness, in all its purity. Ought 
we not thank God for this? Ought we not appreciate the precious 
gift which He has bestowed upon us? Ought we not use it as He 
would have us use it? Ought we not hear it, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest it? d 

And, remember, this truth, which we have, we can preach and 
teach in our country free and unmolested. We have religious liberty 
in the full sense of the word. While in other countries Church and 
State are often united and the State often interferes in religious 
matters, in our country Church and State are separate. Ought we 
not thank God for this great gift: religious liberty? And ought we 
not show our gratitude by being on our guard that we be not deprived 
of this precious boon? The Church of Rome, you know, is ever 
trying to gain temporal power, and many of our statesmen are blind 
to this danger. Hence, let us not only thank God for our religious 
liberty, but also ask Him to preserve it to us. 

A fourth thing mentioned in the text for which we should thank 
God is this, that we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
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“We are His people” We— who? There are those who apply these 
words to our country, especially to-day on our national day of thanks- 
giving, and say: “We Americans are the people of God. Our nation 
is a Christian nation.” But, my brethren, be not deceived! The fact 
that God has blessed our country with many things that other coun- 
tries lack does not yet make our country a Christian country. More- 
over, it is not true that all the inhabitants of our land are Christians. 
Many, alas! are still heathen. And this should move us to repentance. 
Hence, though this day is a day of thanksgiving, our nation has 
reason also to repent to-day, and to confess: “We are not what we 
ought to be!’ How much wickedness is still abroad! How many of 
our national and state laws are still violated! How much bribery 
and faithlessness is still found in offices high and low! Verily, we 
are far from being “a Christian nation”! As a nation, therefore, 
we cannot and should not apply to ourselves the words of our text: 
“We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.” In fact, these 
words do not refer at all to a eivil nation, to a secular power, to an 
earthly kingdom or republic, but to a churchly people, to the children 
of God, to the true believers. They who uttered these words in the 
days of yore were the believers of the Old Testament. Hence, where- 
ever there are believers, wherever there are true Christians, in our 
country or elsewhere — there are the people, and the only people, who 
have the right to apply these words to themselves. And how did they 
become His people and the sheep of His pasture? The text says: 
“Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves.” God has made us, made all Christians, made all 
men. Some men live as if they had made themselves; they call 
themselves “self-made men.” Let them know that God has made 
them, and has made them what they are, as Paul says: “By the grace 
of God I am what I am.” Now, as God has made us, as He has 
given us our natural life, even so He has made us His people and 
the sheep of His pasture, has given us spiritual life. As men cannot 
make themselves, so they cannot make themselves God’s people. That 
is God’s work. He has ealled us by the Gospel, enlightened us with 
His gifts, sanctified us, and kept us in the true faith. He has made 
us His people. We Christians—the people of God! O be thankful 
to Him and bless His name, ye who are His people! 

And being His people, we belong to Him, we are His, and no 
man can pluck us out of His hand. Neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able 
to separate us from Him, for we are His people, His own. He has 
called us by our name, He has engraven us upon the palms of His 
hands. He is our Owner, Protector, and Benefactor. Verily, a great 
thing to be thankful for! — And how should we thank Him? 
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2. 


The text answers: “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!” The 
world, too, makes a noise to-day. She usually spends this day in 
eating and drinking, in playing and dancing, in gambling and 
carousing. Her noise, however, is a sinful noise; it is not a noise 
“unto the Lord.” Only Christians can make a joyful noise unto ' 
the Lord. And Christians should make such a noise. They should 
not be sad, morose, sullen, gloomy, but joyful, joyful in the Lord. 
The happy God is to have a happy people. Also lands are to make 
a joyful noise unto the Lord; hence also our land. But, alas! how 
little of the noise that is made in our land is unto the Lord! How 
much is made to the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eye and the 
pride of life! How many therefore ought to repent to-day, and to 
pray: “Deal not with us after our sins, and reward us not according 
to our iniquities” O let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord; let 
us come before His presence with singing; let us show forth His 
salvation from day to day, and thus manifest our gratitude! 

Again, we should thank God by serving Him, for the text says: 
“Serve the Lord with gladness.” We serve Him when we worship 
‘Him, when we own Him our Lord and Savior, when we say with 
Thomas: “My Lord and my God.” We serve Him when we do His 
will, when we walk the way of His commandments, when we take 
heed unto His Word. And this service we should render Him | 
willingly, yea, gladly. His commandments are not grievous, and 
His burden is not heavy. Hence, not in slavish fear, but with glad- 
ness of heart we should serve Him. To this service we should be 
moved by heartfelt gratitude for what He has done for us. We 
should try to please and serve Him in thoughts and words and deeds, 
and thus show our gratitude. 

Finally, we should thank Him by entering into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. This we, who are 
assembled here, have done. While the world spends this day in its. 
theaters, ball rooms, and dens of vice, thus offending God instead of 
thanking Him, Christians thank God by entering into His courts. 
There they assemble to sing hymns of praise and thanksgiving, and 
to receive instruction, warning, admonition, and comfort from His 
holy Word. And then they go forth into life and translate their 
thanksgiving into thanksliving. And when their earthly days are 
numbered, and they can celebrate no more thanksgiving days here 
below, then, by faith in Christ, they enter the harvest-home of heaven, 
and there celebrate the never-ending thanksgiving in glory. God 
grant us all that celebration for Jesus’ sake! Amen. Oui K: 
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The sermon on Acts 2, 42, p. 97 ff. of the eurrent volume, is to be 
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